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Karen J. Pittman is president and CEO of the Forum for Youth 
Investment, a national nonprofit, nonpartisan “action tank” that 
combines thought leadership on youth development, youth policy, 
cross-system/cross-sector partnerships and developmental youth 
practice with on-the-ground training, technical assistance and 
supports.  
 
The Forum is the home of many named centers and initiatives, 
including the David P. Weikart Center for Youth Program Quality, 
Big Picture Approach Training & Consulting, and SparkAction, to 
name a few. 

 
Prior to co-founding the Forum in 1998, she launched adolescent pregnancy prevention 

initiatives at the Children’s Defense Fund, started the Center for Youth Development and Policy 

Research, and served as senior vice president at the International Youth Foundation.  

 


